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treaties without the latter's approval, and accepted
the. decisions of the Transylvanian Diet, in which
twelve Wallachian nobles were henceforth to sit as
deputies. But although Sigismund actually deposed
Aaron of Moldavia, and assumed the high-sounding
title of " Prince of Transylvania, Moldavia, and
Wallachia," his suzerainty over Michael was merely
nominal. It had the desired effect of ensuring his
active co-operation against the Turks. In a narrow
defile, the Thermopylce of Roumania, between Giur-
gevo and Bucharest, Michael awaited the advance of
the enemy with a tiny band of followers. The Grand
Vizier unfurled the standard of the Prophet at a
critical moment of the battle, and Michael at the
head of his men performed prodigies of valour. The
victory remained with the Roumanians, and three
Pashas were among the victims of that day. The
Grand Vizier with difficulty escaped death in the
marshes which bordered the road. Upon the news
of this success, won on August 13, 1595, Sigismund
marched to the aid of his vassal with a large force,
and the allied armies completed the rout of the
invaders. One place after another fell into their
hands, and the Turks fled before the " dog " Michael,
as they contemptuously called their deadly enemy.
Now was the time to carry the war into their country
and deal a decisive blow at the Ottoman Empire in
its own provinces. The Bulgarians had sent to
Michael, promising to rise against their Turkish
masters, if he would only come over and help them.
But the indolence of Sigismund deprived Michael of
his most valuable ally, and in 1596 he made peace